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2nd International Karbi Winter Workshop 2024
Diphu, Karbi Anglong
Assam



Organised by: 
Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC)
Center for Karbi Studies
University of Tartu, Department of Estonian and Comparative Folklore, Estonia

Dates and Place: 16th – 17th January 2024, Diphu, Karbi Anglong 

Concept Note: Place in Stories, Stories in Place: Narrating Landscapes in (Indigenous) Oral Traditions

This set of talks and presentations aims to bring students and scholars into the dense belief-environment of Diphu, Karbi Anglong. Funded primarily by the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) and organised in collaboration with the Center for Karbi Studies and the University of Tartu, this winter colloquium will focus on the centrality of place. Place as a critical concept has the capability to generate multiple narratives, not all of which have equal status. Storied places assume relevance in context of local histories and religious contexts and can be represented differently for different audiences, and for differing goals. 

This 2nd Karbi Winter Workshop will be held at Diphu, the site of the oldest ethnic celebration in India, the Karbi Youth Fest. From 12–18 January, 2024, the Karbi Youth Fest will celebrate its golden jubilee. Historically, the festival has served to promote, maintain, and reinvigorate, the rich culture of the Karbi community, through the creation of a forum for knowledge and tradition exchange across generations. Thus, “place” as topic for academic discussions has a special meaning in the backdrop of the Karbi Youth Festival that would take place at the same time.

Northeast Indian tendencies of placemaking in a predominantly world-religions context are usually tied directly to the indigenous religion. For example, expressions of Karbi senses of place express discursively though the reoriented framework of new religious movements. Place as a category of the ‘sacred’ through the intervention of new religions becomes the domain of the new (religious) icons and the more secular perspectives that link with ecological concerns. Traditionally, places are not always located in the mundane landscape: the village of ancestors – phu-phi arong – is narrated to be somewhere in the high mountains; the invisible village, – rongbin – is the ever-shifting “domain of knowledge” and does not have a specific location but can to be found anywhere; the place of liminality – ritlo pharla – is the place where souls go to rest before going to the final destination of the village of ancestors. 

Place as an academic category, located in the backdrop of the Karbi indigenous religion is embedded in vernacular religious practice. We invite presentations to start discussions and debate on place as a category of interpretation. But we do not limit presentations to this focus and any topic on relevant topics of storytelling, oral history, indigenous worldviews, and oral traditions are welcome. We encourage the participation from local Karbi scholars to interact with our international guests and to present their research material. As part of the Workshop, there will be a parallel roundtable discussion on the topic of the significance of indigenous research methods in contemporary scholarship. Local students must register beforehand to be part of this roundtable. There are a total of 10 places available for the roundtable discussions.

Please email your abstracts by the 20th of November 2023 to karbiworkshop2024@gmail.com  
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